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Nosy Crow and IPG to create  
The Ola Gotkowska Young Independent 

Publisher Award 
 
Nosy Crow and the Independent Publishers Guild are pleased to announce the naming of the Young 
Independent Publisher Award in memory of Ola Gotkowska.  
 
Ola was rights manager at Nosy Crow and died in February at the age of just 36. She was much loved 
and respected by her colleagues at Nosy Crow and many friends in publishing in the UK and overseas.  
 
The IPG launched the Young Independent Publisher Award in 2012, and it has since honoured the 
work of ten individuals under the age of 35 in independent publishing. Ola herself was shortlisted for 
the Award on no fewer than five occasions—a reflection of the enormous contributions she made to 
the success of Nosy Crow, a two-time winner of the overall Independent Publisher of the Year.  
 
The prize will be known as The Ola Gotkowska Young Independent Publisher Award. In recognition of 
Ola’s passion for international collaboration and meeting publishers, the Award will be accompanied by 
a grant of £500 to support international business travel for the winner.  
 
The shortlist for The Ola Gotkowska Young Independent Publisher Award, along with other categories 
in the 2022 Independent Publishing Awards, will be announced on Friday 1 April. The winners will be 
honoured at a lunchtime ceremony in London on Wednesday 27 April.  
 
Bridget Shine, chief executive of the IPG, said: “Ola was a true star of independent publishing, and 
would have done many more great things. We are so pleased that her colleagues at Nosy Crow have 
chosen to commemorate her in this way, and it will ensure that her personality and achievements are 
remembered. Ola was admired by all those who met her around the world, so it is very appropriate that 
the winners of this Award will have the opportunity to travel and make new connections.” 
 
Kate Wilson, founder and managing director of Nosy Crow, said: “Nosy Crow is so proud to sponsor 
the Young Independent Publisher of the Year Award in Ola’s memory. Ola was remarkable—in her 
excellent work for Nosy Crow, in her grace and courage through her illness, and as a friend. She was 
also a great example of the industry’s need—and our ability—to find brilliant young people from many 
backgrounds to take the book business forward. Ola was herself shortlisted for this award no less than 
five times… but she never won. So I really hope that she would smile her glorious smile at the thought 
that her name will be so firmly attached to it!”   

 
For any further information please contact Bridget Shine, IPG chief executive on 01437 563335 

or email bridget@independentpublishersguild.com 


